AFMC People Deliver Combat Capability
By Gen. Lester Lyles

Commander, Air Force Materiel Command
WRIGHT-PATTERSON AIR FORCE BASE, Ohio (AFMCNS) -- One of the distinct blessings of being the leader of a military unit is the privilege of recognizing your people for their sacrifices, dedication and enthusiasm under extraordinarily difficult conditions. Never is this more appropriate than at the end of a difficult and demanding year.

As President Bush so aptly put it recently, "The brave men and women of our military are rewriting the rules of war with new technologies and old values like courage and honor."

As commander of Air Force Materiel Command (AFMC), headquartered here, personally recognizing your people can be incredibly difficult when there are more than 80,000 military and civilian workers at locations worldwide.  I don't often get the chance to tell people face-to-face how impressed I am by their daily devotion to duty and professionalism, especially in light of the tragedies and challenges we've faced as a nation since Sept. 11.  

That's why I'm telling you what a great job the people of AFMC are doing for our country. It's my hope that by highlighting some key accomplishments, everyone will have a better appreciation for the men and women of this command who serve their country and communities so proudly.

Acquisition: Unsung Heroes

Every day, you unsung heroes are living up to the challenges that come with supporting America's warfighters, and you are doing it very well.  In many ways, operations in Afghanistan have been a proving ground for the innovative weaponry AFMC people provide.

Every sortie launched, every target confirmed, every bomb dropped and every radio contact completed in support of our war on terrorism happens because AFMC people - charged with implementing an annual budget of more than $40 billion  - continue to anticipate and meet the needs of America's warfighters.

AFMC has a responsibility for, and a commitment to, managing the research, development, acquisition and sustainment of every weapon system in the United States Air Force.  We develop, test and field those systems to keep America's warfighters capable of defending freedom anywhere, anytime.

And it's the members of AFMC who provide the vision and technology for this country to win present and future wars.  In fact, our scientists and engineers are right now fighting a war 20 years in the future, developing and understanding technologies so we can overcome threats that are yet to come.

In today's wartime environment, we continue to sustain and improve incredibly complex systems for the warfighter that are being used by operational forces in Afghanistan. It's an amazing collection of technologies, munitions and weapons that make it possible for Air Force warfighters to shape and dominate an unconventional conflict like the one we face against terrorism.  

Even though AFMC people are not necessarily on the front lines, their courage and honor are evident in the way they are giving America's warfighters greater capabilities.

2001 AFMC Accomplishments

At Hill Air Force Base, Utah, Air Force Ammunition Reserve Team members have distributed nearly 4 million pounds of precision-guided bombs and saved $1.5 billion by refurbishing and reconfiguring these munitions.

For the first time in combat, America's warfighters are dropping cluster bombs contained in wind corrected munitions dispensers against Taliban forces in Afghanistan with devastating effects.  People at Eglin Air Force Base's Air Armament Center in Florida developed a guidance kit for cluster munitions in half the time expected at one quarter the cost. The weapons also exceeded all accuracy and performance requirements.

At Robins Air Force Base, Ga., workers reduced the number of C-5 transports under repair by 26 percent, getting more planes back to the airlifters who need them.  They also increased the mission capable rate of the C-5, now more than 30 years old, by 15 percent.

The command's Air Force Research Laboratory, also headquartered here, supported the discovery of a new high-density nitrogen propellant increasing rocket and spacecraft propulsion.

Edwards Air Force Base, Calif., home to the Air Force Flight Test Center, celebrated 50 years of a unique role, forging aerospace power.   Edwards is designated as a national aerospace historic site for its work in pioneering jet engine propulsion to breaking the sound barrier to piloting aircraft to the edges of outer space.

Edwards people continue today to "push the envelope," as they test the Air Force's F-22 air dominance fighter, now in low-rate initial production.  

Specialists from the 311th Human Systems Wing, Brooks Air Force Base, Texas, analyzed Pentagon air samples after the Sept. 11 terrorist attack, and activated the Brooks' portion of the Center for Disease Control's National Laboratory Response Network.  In addition, wing experts accelerated deployment of Ruggedized Advanced Pathogen Identification Device (RAPID(tm)) biological agent detection teams and the development of support components.

Personnel from the Arnold Engineering Development Center at Arnold Air Force Base, Tenn., accomplished the first-ever successful free-flight scramjet engine launch in the center's ballistic impact test facility.  This test demonstrated that using a ballistic range to fire such engines is a money-saving alternative to testing a scramjet-powered vehicle while in flight.

The 377th Air Base Wing, Kirtland Air Force Base, N.M., sent a 12-member medical team to Ecuador on a Jungle Humanitarian Civic Assistance mission to treat 1,700 indigenous patients and hone team members' wartime operation skills.

The Aerospace Maintenance and Regeneration Center, at Davis Monthan Air Force Base, Ariz., processed 101 aircraft valued at more than $887 million into storage, withdrew 113 aircraft valued at $475 million, and reclaimed and shipped 18,896 parts valued at $740 million to fulfill Defense Department needs. In addition, AMARC teams accelerated the delivery of 123 reclaimed aircraft parts to deployed forces supporting Operation Enduring Freedom.

At Hanscom Air Force Base, Mass., Electronic Systems Center personnel stood up an aerospace operations center (AOC) in support of the North American Aerospace Defense Command mission and America's homeland defense.  Along with five other key control centers, this AOC is responsible for maintaining air sovereignty in peacetime and defending North America during wartime.  

The Aeronautical Systems Center here established the Aging Aircraft Systems Program Office, which will develop and implement a comprehensive plan to sustain the Air Force's aging aircraft fleet.  These efforts make sure mission needs will continue to be met by today's aircraft even as next-generation airframes make the transition from the drawing board to the active Air Force inventory.

ESC specialists in the Standard Systems Group at Gunter Annex, Maxwell Air Force Base, Ala., delivered and set up 660 computers in the new offices of Pentagon workers displaced by the September terrorist attack, allowing these key people to continue performing their duties.

At Tinker Air Force Base, Okla., Oklahoma City Air Logistics Center troops successfully launched and detonated a conventional air-launched cruise missile, the AGM-86D Penetrator, against a simulated hardened, deeply-buried bunker. OC-ALC people accomplished another great technical feat by completing the KC-135 Stratotanker's compass, radar and global positioning system modernization ahead of schedule, keeping the refueler's flight systems on the cutting edge of technology.

Whether it's Air Force logistics centers rebuilding and repairing engines and modernizing aircraft capabilities, or test centers developing a new generation of bunker-busting bombs, Air Force Materiel Command people are building a legacy for the future as rich in technology as the legacy we inherited from our predecessors - people like Orville and Wilbur Wright. 

Many Americans may not realize that in only two years we'll celebrate 100 years of powered flight, recognizing the Wright Brothers first flight on Dec. 17, 1903.   From their Wright Flyer to the Global Hawk unmanned aerial vehicle and Joint Strike Fighter, these advances were made possible by people who are willing to roll up their sleeves and say "I'm going to get it done no matter what."

If you want to measure the dedication, patriotism and industrial might that AFMC people bring to this nation, simply turn on your TV and watch the news!  

We, as part of the Air Force team, have clearly shown that we make a difference.  I thank each of you for your tremendous efforts, and I look forward to another fantastic year for Air Force Materiel Command!  God bless the United States of America.
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