Missile Gets “Go” for Low Rate Production
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EGLIN AIR FORCE BASE, Fla. (AFMCNS) -- The military's newest stealth cruise missile, developed here, is now one step closer to being delivered to warfighters.

Undersecretary of Defense Pete Aldridge recently gave the Joint Air-to-Surface Standoff Missile program the go-ahead for low-rate initial production. This decision will give the Air Force combat capability on F-16 Fighting Falcons and B-52 Stratofortresses by 2003.

JASSM is the first cruise missile development and acquisition program conducted at Eglin; it's a joint Air Force and Navy initiative.  The missile is developed and produced by Lockheed-Martin Integrated Systems.

JASSM employs stealth to penetrate enemy air defenses at ranges of more than 200 miles and, GPS coupled with a terminal seeker to precisely attack high-value targets. Unlike current cruise missiles, JASSM eventually will be configured for most types of aircraft in the Air Force inventory. The 2,000-pound weapon is planned for deployment on the B-1B Lancer, B-2 Spirit, B-52, F-16, and the Navy's F/A-18 E/F Hornet.

"We have a low-cost, high performance program and we came in below the objective of $400K in (fiscal) '95 dollars," said Terry Little, JASSM Air Force program director. 

As a result, the Air Force has increased its buy from 2,400 to 3,700 missiles. Defense Department officials initially projected the missile's unit cost would exceed $700,000.

Roche: “Flagship” for Acquisition Excellence

"JASSM is a flagship program for acquisition excellence," said Dr. James G. Roche, secretary of the Air Force. "Not only do our combat forces get an unprecedented precision attack capability, but they get it at an affordable price never before achieved on a cruise missile program." 

Much of the program's success was the result of teamwork by Eglin workers, according to Dale Bridges, JASSM technical director. "The JASSM production decision last month was a testament to the expertise of a great deal of Eglin personnel.  All of the [Eglin] men and women, military and civilian - both government service and support contractors, who made this program a success and a model for future DoD acquisition, should be congratulated and feel proud of their efforts. 

"Special recognition should go to the 46th Test Wing's JASSM CTF (combined test force) unit commanded by Lt. Col. Moe Bandy, as the complex JASSM test program has not lost a day of schedule during the past two years.  For a high priority program, with the multitude of test aircraft and test ranges operating simultaneously - this is an amazing accomplishment," Bridges said.

"Not only is the weapon expected to cost much less, it is scheduled to enter the inventory at half the time normally taken for such a large acquisition effort, and meets or exceeds all requirements for performance and accuracy," Bridges said.  

The JASSM is assembled at Lockheed Martin's plant in Troy, Ala.  Air Force officials said the service plans to make the decision for full-rate production in late 2003. 

Related Links

Point Paper on JASSM (B-1 System Program Office)
(Requires Acrobat Reader, click HERE for a free download)

Hill AFB “Cross Talk” Discussion on JASSM and Acquisition 
