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The Air Force must partner with industry, state and local governments, and academia to reshape the way it plans, purchases and uses information technology (IT), according the service’s top IT officer. 

Mr. John M. Gilligan, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Business and Information Management and Deputy Chief Information Officer, brought that message to the recent Montgomery (Ala.) Area Information Technology Partnership Day.  Headquarters Standard Systems Group, the City of Montgomery, and the Armed Forces Communications and Electronics Association teamed up to sponsor the annual event.  It is designed to bring together industry, federal government, and state and local government leaders from the information technology environment in an effort to learn more about how they can meet each other’s needs. 

According to Montgomery Mayor Bobby N. Bright, the goal of the conference is to establish the Montgomery area as an acknowledged center of excellence in Information Technology, particularly in the areas of systems development, acquisition, life cycle support, and training.

Nearly 350 people were in attendance for Partnership Day, which included briefings from top military leaders, panel discussions and tips from industry leaders. The agenda focused on  government and industry technology issues with emphasis on “e-Challenges and Solutions for the Warrior.” 

Mr. Gilligan, stressed the significance of Partnership Day.  “It is this partnership that has become the critical technical engine that today is driving the exploitation of information technology providing E-Capability for our warriors,” Mr. Gilligan said.  “There is no doubt that the cooperation between the military, industry, academia, as well as local government and the Montgomery community at large has helped shape the Air Force’s vision for use of information technology.”  

Organizers and participants also recognized the importance of Partnership Day.  “This has truly been a win-win endeavor for all involved,” said Bill Stevenson, event coordinator. “Everyone benefits—the Air Force, government, regional community and industry when we work together for a common cause.”

“Standard Systems Group working with the logistics program office and other communities is redefining how we reengineer our business practices,” said Gilligan at the May 22 gathering. “The Montgomery partners here today are leading the way for the Air Force transformation.”

