Desert Hawk Nominated for Collier Trophy

By 1st Lt. André Kok
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HANSCOM AIR FORCE BASE, Mass. (AFMCNS) -- Air Force officials recently nominated Electronic Systems Center Force Protection System Program Office's "Desert Hawk" unmanned aerial vehicle for the National Aeronautic Association's Robert J. Collier Trophy.

The program, also known as the Force Protection Airborne Surveillance System, was selected over three other programs at the Air Force Materiel Command level. AFMC sent it on to the Air Force level, where it was selected as the Air Force entry.

The Robert J. Collier Trophy is awarded annually "for the greatest achievement in aeronautics or astronautics in America, with respect to improving the performance, efficiency and safety of air or space vehicles, the value of which has been thoroughly demonstrated by actual use during the preceding year," according to NAA's Web site.  Eventually, a Navy program won this year's award.
The Desert Hawk is a small, seven-pound unmanned aerial vehicle, which can carry color video or thermal imagery payloads. Launched with a bungee system, the UAV does not require a pilot for operation, said Maj. Mike Giger, FPASS program manager.

Autonomously executing its mission plan, the UAV feeds data back to the operator at a mobile ground station, he said.  If necessary, the operator can change the mission plan in flight with the click of a mouse, directing the aircraft to change its flight path or circle over a certain area for a period of time.

Security forces members can quickly deploy the Desert Hawk to collect information if a situation arises, without having to deploy personnel into an unknown and possibly hostile situation, said Giger.

Program office experts, working closely with the user, U.S. Central Command Air Forces, and the contractor, Lockheed Martin, designed, built, tested and fielded Desert Hawk in a little more than four months, Giger said. Security Forces personnel are now actively using the system to aid in force protection.

"The Desert Hawk unmanned aerial vehicle epitomizes the Collier criteria of performance, efficiency and safety," said Col. Howard Borst, Force Protection System Program Office director. 

He said the Collier Trophy has an impressive list of past recipients, including Glenn Curtis, Orville Wright, NASA and a number of astronauts, Howard Hughes, Gen. Carl Spaatz, Gen. Curtis LeMay, production teams of the Joint Strike Fighter and Global Hawk Unmanned Arial Vehicle, as well as corporations such as Boeing and Lockheed Martin.

