F/A-22 Achieves 3,000 Hours of Safe Flight Test 
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EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE, Calif. -- As dictated by the world's current events,

the Air Force Flight Test Center's mission to provide the warfighter with the best weapon systems and equipment is invaluable. So it should come as no surprise that the F/A-22 flight test program, which has been racking up flight test hours, achieved 3,000 hours of safe flight tests recently.

The F/A-22's 3,000th flight hour was completed with two-Raptors airborne at the same time. Col. Joseph Lanni, F/A-22 Combined Test Force director, was at the controls of Raptor 4006, during a mission designed to evaluate the F/A-22's avionics capabilities. Meanwhile, Capt. Christopher "Moto" Niemi, one of nine operational test pilots at the CTF, was airborne on another sortie in Raptor 4005.

According to Lanni, his mission continued the development of the Raptor's highly-integrated avionics suite. 

"It's a privilege to take an active part in the successful development of this tremendous capability," he said. 

"This would be impossible without the self-sacrifice of many folks in the CTF, the Edwards flight test community and the program at large. My sincere thanks to all," said Lanni.

The Combined Test Force, which includes AFFTC, Air Force Operational Test and Evaluation Center and Lockheed Martin, worked together to test and evaluate the F/A-22.

"Moto's sortie illustrates the combined nature of the F/A-22 test program," said Lt. Col. Art McGettrick, AFOTEC Detachment 6 deputy for operations.  "His sortie was an important early step as we prepare for the start of Dedicated Initial Operational Test and Evaluation."

The 3,000 hours of flight test completed to date by the F/A-22 Combined Test Force, have provided significant data necessary for the continued development and evaluation of the Raptor's performance, maneuverability, stealth and integrated avionics. 

These four characteristics, which are not integrated on any other production fighter in the world, make the Raptor one of the keys to the Air Force's Global Strike Concept of Operations and gives the U.S. the capability to "kick the door down" anywhere in the world. 

These capabilities will be tested and evaluated by AFOTEC to ensure they meet the requirements of Air Combat Command in order to protect and defend the nation.

