ESC program office provides deployable communications 
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HANSCOM AIR FORCE BASE, Mass. (AFMCNS) -- As Air Force units deploy to support "Operation Enduring Freedom," America's response to the Sept. 11 terrorist attacks, the Electronic Systems Center's Theater Deployable Communications (TDC) Program Office is providing them the communications infrastructure they'll need.

The TDC Program Office provides deployed units with the communications equipment they'll need to carry out their mission such as computers, telephone switches, satellite terminals and radios. The communications equipment provided is specially designed to stand up to potential deployment conditions like temperature variations, protection from dust and moisture, as well as shock, vibration and pressure changes encountered onboard an aircraft.

"So far we've fielded equipment to 50 units and we're building equipment as we speak," said Joan Wandrei, theater deployable communications program office program manager.

For this deployment, Air Force units from the Air Mobility Command, United States Air Forces in Europe, Air Combat Command, Pacific Air Forces, Special Operations and the Guard have been supplied with deployable communications equipment.

"We believe in our program and we're very pleased to be able to contribute," Wandrei said. "We've been working very hard to make sure the communications equipment we provide is working and if our deployed units need something we'll get it to them."

Acquiring Deployable Communications

The TDC program office acquires commercial-off-the-shelf communications technology for deployed units.  

"Once the equipment is purchased, we go through a spiral process to keep the equipment upgraded," she said. "It's a constant process of technology insertion.

"We need to be sure that our deployed information technology can be transported into a theater in such a way as to ensure operability when it rolls off the aircraft," explained Wandrei.

The TDC program office first began fielding the deployable communications equipment in 1996. Since that time 50 units have been equipped with the technology.  

The program office is expecting to continue fielding deployable communications equipment to a total of 122 units through 2005. 

TDC Goals

The TDC program office has four goals - the first is to decrease the airlift required for deployment.  The program office is acquiring equipment that's lighter and takes up less space than previous communications technology.

The second goal is to increase the fielded unit's equipment capacity.  

"We make sure units have enough equipment plus spares to keep things running during a deployment," said Wandrei.  

The third goal is to increase the equipment's flexibility.  

"We want to make sure the equipment we're providing best meets our customers needs," Wandrei added.

The fourth goal is that the equipment not require additional manpower to operate.  

"Our intent is to provide the communications infrastructure for deployed units," she said. "We build it and field it with our customers in mind."

Related Links

AFMC COTS Guidance (Acquisition Deskbook)
Technology Insertion Studies and Analysis
