New Raptor detachment activates
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EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE, Calif. (AFMCNS) - The Air Force Operational Test and Evaluation Center (AFOTEC) activated a new detachment here Oct. 1, responsible for planning, executing and reporting to the Defense Department on the F-22 operational test program scheduled to begin in April 2003.

Detachment 6 will build on the combined developmental and operational test foundation the F-22 Combined Test Force here established. Both are working to satisfy the nation's warfighter's requirements and ensure America's air dominance.

According to Col. Ricardo Cazessus, Detachment 6 commander, the need for locating the detachment at Edwards grew out of the advanced fighters directorate at AFOTEC headquarters, which had responsibility for overseeing the F-22 program for the center.

"With the approaching start of the F-22 operational test program it was time for the F-22 operational testing command presence to move to Edwards, where the balance of the work will be conducted," Cazessus said. 

The commander said he's been impressed with the team the Combined Test Force Director Col. Chris Seat and John Pieper, F-22 flight test director, have put together. 

"It's obvious they have populated the CTF with the highest quality people and have given them the tools and the 'room to maneuver' that's necessary for success," he said. "I look forward to taking my place alongside them on the combined developmental and operational test team to make sure we provide the Air Force with the very best tools to project combat power."

Related Links

Air Force Link Video on the F-22 (Requires Real Player, click here for download options)

Edwards AFB F-22 Raptor Watch
Photo: <<Edwards-F22desert.JPG>> 

Cutline: The F-22 is a vital component of America’s air superiority. Operational testing, set to begin in 2003, will make the F-22 an even greater tool for the warfighter.
