Focus on the mission, AQ leadership says


The acquisition community is fully focused on providing our warfighters the tools they need to win the war on terrorism, senior Air Force acquisition leaders said.


“This workforce proved in Kosovo how it can mobilize to navigate the bureaucracy, cut through the red tape, knock down the roadblocks and get things done,” said Darleen Druyun, principal deputy assistant secretary of the Air Force for acquisition and management.  “We are ready to prove it again.”


Mrs. Darleen Druyun, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary for Acquisition and Management, and Lt. Gen. Stephen Plummer, Principal Deputy Assistant Secretary of the Air Force for Acquisition, said processes are in place to ensure speedy and agile acquisition of wartime needs.  Gen. Plummer urged the workforce to “remember that we have one mission that trumps all the rest: Deliver to the warfighter the systems needed to win, and win decisively.”


“Of course we have laws to follow and regulations to fulfill, and we’ll do that,” said Mrs. Druyun.  “But we will do it in a way and with an intensity of purpose that ensures we meet the mission.”


Air Force Secretary James Roche echoed those sentiments.  “Make no mistake, the acquisition community is a key enabler of our Expeditionary Aerospace Force,” Dr. Roche said.  “We’re counting on you to equip and sustain the force as we enter this dangerous and uncharted territory.  It is not overstating the matter to say that lives depend on what you do. I have every confidence that this great acquisition workforce will come through again.”


Gen. Plummer also cautioned the workforce to remain vigilant about security.   “Even seemingly inconsequential information, when paired with other data, can become meaningful,” General Plummer said. “We all need to be practice good operational and communications security.”


Mrs. Druyun noted that one of the challenges of the coming period will be to meet our wartime obligations while remaining focused on keeping our long-term modernization moving forward.  “It will be hard and challenging work,”  Mrs. Druyun said, “we’re depending on everyone to give it their all.  We all know the stakes. We know the cause is just. We’re ready.”

