CITATION TO ACCOMPANY THE AWARD OF

THE JOHN J. WELCH, JR., AWARD

THE SMALL DIAMETER BOMB SYSTEM PROGRAM TEAM

The 2003 John J. Welch, Jr., Award for Excellence in Acquisition Leadership is presented to the Small Diameter Bomb Program Team, Direct Attack Program Office, Air Armament Center, Eglin Air Force Base, Florida, from 1 January through 31 December 2003. The Small Diameter Bomb Team expedited design and development of a highly accurate 250 pound class Global Positioning System-aided munition to the warfighter to improve number of kills per sortie.  In order to meet a Chief of Staff of the Air Force mandate for Small Diameter Bomb capability in Fiscal Year 2006, the Small Diameter Bomb Team focused on risk reduction, seamless verification, design stability, and rolling down selections as the processes by which to go from concept to capability faster than any other Acquisition Category 1D program ever.  The Small Diameter Bomb Team’s sense of urgency is unmatched.  In just two years both prime contractors have developed Small Diameter Bomb munitions that are production representative, logistics friendly, and highly accurate.  Their outstanding product management leadership and unparalleled warfighter focus highlight the distinct accomplishments of the Small Diameter Bomb Program Team and reflect credit upon Air Force Materiel Command and the United States Air Force.

