Cost Effective Location Policy (CEL)

A. Cost Containment

In an effort to stretch our dollars and send as many eligible students to acquisition training, it is critical that students attend training at the most cost effective location possible. Students requiring our funding will be expected to attend all DAU training locally if the courses required or desired are offered at their assigned location or at a location within 45 miles of their duty station. If there are no Air Force quotas assigned to the local offering and no unallocated (open to all services) quotas are available, AFATO will make every effort to obtain a local quota for the student. If there are no local seats available, the student will be expected to attend the course at the next most cost effective location available.

B. Determining the cost effective location

Currently ACQ Now DAU automatically determines what the most cost effective location is for a student based on per diem and travel/airfare costs.  Proximity of a class to the student’s duty station (other than within the 45 mile radius) is NOT a factor in determining the cost effective location.  A class located 300 miles away from the duty station may cost more for us to fund than a class located 1000 miles away.

B. CEL and Funding Availability

AFATO will make every effort to provide centralized funding for students assigned to acquisition coded positions. Centralized funding will be provided only to priority 1 students who elect to attend courses at the most cost effective location. Exceptions to this policy are addressed below. Other student priorities attending at the CEL will be funded depending upon funds availability. Students who apply to attend training at a non-cost effective location will not be denied training, however, they may be required to provide unit funding to attend regardless of their priority.

C. Exceptions to the CEL

AFATO will consider approval of  centrally funded attendance at a non-cost effective location only in extenuating/emergent circumstances and only for priority 1 students. Priority 1 students who wish to be centrally funded at a non-cost effective location must provide justification for the request in the comments section of the application.
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