Course Prerequisites

A. Sequence of Courses

DAU provides a highly structured sequence of courses needed to meet the mandatory and desired training standards established by DAWIA. In accordance with DAU policy, students are expected to complete the required prerequisites for each course as outlined in the DAU catalog. Prerequisites are not “waived” for any course. Students are expected to either take the required prerequisite or apply for fulfillment of that prerequisite (see fulfillment below). Registration for any course will not be approved unless the prerequisite(s) has(have) been successfully completed. A reservation for the prerequisite course does not meet the requirement for having completed the prerequisite and applications for follow-on courses will not be approved until the prerequisite is completed. AFATO reserves the right to amend this policy based upon course availability, DAU schedule provisions, budget considerations and/or extenuating student circumstances.

B. Predecessor and Equivalent Courses

Many DAU courses were developed from existing component courses, some of which still meet the requirements and curriculum goals of current courses. Predecessor courses are those DAU courses which no longer are taught but, still meet the requirements of courses taught today. These courses may be used interchangeably with today’s courses. A list of currently acceptable predecessor courses is found in the DAU catalog at the end of Chapter 4. Equivalent courses are courses taught by other DoD schools, civilian universities, or contractor agencies which meet DAU course requirements and have been granted equivalency by the DAU provost. All predecessor and equivalent courses have inclusive dates within which the course must have been taken; the same courses taken outside the inclusive dates are not recognized as acceptable equivalent or predecessor courses. A list of acceptable equivalent courses and their inclusive dates are found in the DAU catalog, appendix D. 

NOTE: All equivalent courses and some predecessor courses are not recognized by the ACQ Now prerequisite check in the Air Force registration system. If a student has completed an equivalent or predecessor course as the prerequisite for another DAU course, it is critical that the information be noted in the comments section of the application. Please include the name of the course and the date of graduation. This will enable the AFATO team to process and approve your application with minimal delay.

C. Fulfillment Program

The fulfillment program enables members of the acquisition workforce to receive credit for mandatory DAU courses for which they are able to demonstrate competency through previous experience, education or alternative training programs. Additional information on the fulfillment program and granting credit through fulfillment are found at the following website: http://www.safaq.hq.af.mil/acq_workf/fulfillment/fulfillmentprogram.html
D. Hybrid Prerequisites (Two-part Courses)

There are a number of DAU courses which have two parts, an A part (usually web based) and a B part (usually resident/classroom based). In cases where a course has two parts, the part A must be successfully completed before a reservation in part B will be approved. Exceptions to this policy may be permitted at the discretion of the AFATO or when extenuating circumstances, scheduling difficulties or budget issues require follow on enrollments.

E. Grade/Rank Requirements

Course levels (level 1, 2, 3 and 4) typically correspond to specific GS or military grades/ranks that are defined by a military department or agency. The DAU catalog lists the usual grade/rank range that a specific course is geared toward. Although not generally a requirement for course enrollment, grade/rank is considered in the enrollment process especially for the upper level courses.

F. Experience Requirements

DAU courses are not meant to be taken back to back, level by level. A certain period of experience may be required before each course and between certain courses to allow the student the opportunity to utilize what is learned in the classroom and apply it on the job. Students must have completed any experience prerequisites as outlined in the DAU catalog before they will be approved to attend. Experience requirements are outlined by course in Chapter 4 of the DAU catalog.

G. Acquisition Fundamentals Course (AETC-Lackland)

Per direction of SAF/AQXD (effective 15 March 2004), equivalent status to ACQ 101 is granted to students who have completed the Acquisition Fundamentals course during the following inclusive dates: 11 Jan 1995 through 31 May 2002. Students who have completed the Acquisition Fundamentals course prior to 11 Jan 1995 or after 1 Jun 2002 must either complete or fulfill ACQ 101 if it is required as a prerequisite for another DAU course.

H. SYS 100/SYS 200
SYS 100 and SYS 200 are not recognized by DAU as equivalent to ACQ 101 and ACQ 201 respectively and may not be used as prerequisites for any DAU course.
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