Richard D. Smith

Major General, USAF (Ret)

Address:  8502 Fairway Bend


  Fair Oaks Ranch, TX 78015

Phone:
830-981-4418

Email:
mgrsmith@gvtc.com
BS, Military Science, USAF Academy - 1961

MS, Industrial Engineering, Texas Tech - 1966

DBA, Business Administration, University of Oklahoma – 1972

Wife:  Carolyn

Mr. Smith’s last employment was with CACI, Inc. is as the Manager of the Application Engineering Business Group.  This Group was composed of two Divisions, each headed by a Vice President, and had approximately 400 personnel located in San Antonio, TX, Oklahoma City, OK, Ogden UT, Warner Robins, GA and Eglin AFB, FL.  It provided logistics, engineering and acquisition services for Air Force activities.  He joined CACI in Oct 1996 when they acquired the Small Business, Sunset Resources, Inc.  Mr. Smith was the President of that company at the time of the acquisition.  He retired from CACI on 1 October 2003.

General Smith was born in Lawton, Oklahoma and graduated from high school in Walters, Oklahoma. He earned his bachelor’s degree in military science from the U.S. Air Force Academy and a master’s degree in industrial engineering from Texas Tech. He went on to complete a doctorate in business administration from the University of Oklahoma and completed the Industrial College of the Armed Forces. 

Upon graduation from the academy, he was commissioned as a second lieutenant and assigned to the Air Force’s Ballistics Systems Division. He went on to serve in a number of positions with the Defense Contracting Administration Services District and the Logistics staff at Air Force headquarters.  In July of 1976, he became Commander of Detachment 19, Air Force Contract Maintenance Center, Getafe, Spain. There he managed contract depot maintenance for the Air Force’s European fleet of F-4 fighters. From 1979 to 1980 he was assigned to Kim Hae, South Korea, closing the F-4 depot maintenance activity in Taiwan and building a new capability from the ground up at Kim Hae. After this, he was transferred to the San Antonio Air Logistics Center, Air Force Logistics Command, Kelly Air Force Base, Texas, serving in several capacities and ending up as the Director of Material Management. He next served at Wright-Patterson Air Force Base for six years as first the Deputy Chief of Staff, Contracting and then the Deputy Chief of Staff, Material Management for the Air Force Logistics Command.  Following this tour, he returned to the San Antonio Air Logistics Center as the Commander in June 1989, where he was responsible for more than 17,000 people, 33 types of aircraft, aircraft engines and 100 other property classes. In July 1992 he assumed the position of Director of Logistics, Headquarters Air Force Material Command, Wright Patterson Air Force Base and retired from that position. 

He was promoted to Major General October 1, 1987 and retired in that Grade on August 1, 1993. His military awards and decorations include the Distinguished Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters, Legion of Merit, Meritorious Service Medal with two oak leaf clusters, Joint Service Commendation Medal and Air Force Commendation Medal. He was also named EEO Commander of the Year in 1992.

General Smith has been a member of the USAFA Association of Graduates since 1961and the Air Force Logistics Officers Association. He is also a Member of the Board of Directors of the South Central Texas USO and currently serves as the Board President of that activity. 

He was President of the San Antonio Educational Foundation 1996 –1998, is a Member of the Board of Directors for Christian Heritage Schools, 2002- Present, Member of The Board of Advisors, San Antonio Business Magnet School, 1993-1996 and was a Board Member 1993-1998 and Board Chairman 1997-1998 of the Healy-Murphy Center, a private Catholic School for “at-risk” children. One of his proudest achievements is that while he was Commander at the San Antonio Air Logistics Center (Kelly AFB) he started the first military base program in the nation for mentoring at-risk students in connection with the Southeast Independent School District. This program eventually grew to have over 3000 mentors and was given the 242nd “Point Of Light” by President George Bush.

He and his wife, the former Carolyn Trainer of Fort Worth, have three daughters, Melanie Easom, Kaleen Graesle, and Kerry Stemen. They are also the proud grandparents of eight grandchildren.

