Biography of E. Robert Chamberlin

Since August 2000 Bob Chamberlin has been President and Chief Executive Officer of NISH, a not-for-profit organization whose primary mission is developing job opportunities for people with severe disabilities under the Javits-Wagner-O’Day (JWOD) Program.  NISH has six regional offices supporting over 2100 Community Rehabilitation Programs (CRPs) and federal procurement agencies throughout the United States.  NISH works with the CRPs and government agencies to satisfy the needs of the federal government for a wide array of services and programs ranging from custodial and food service management to call centers and complete facility maintenance. These services are performed at sites such as the Pentagon, Statue of Liberty, and the Library of Congress and at hundreds of other federal installations and facilities throughout the United States. CRPs also manufacture and assemble products that span the gamut from paperclips to military unique battle dress uniforms and vegetable oil and bakery products to chemical protective overgarments.

Prior to joining NISH as Vice President of Operations in December 1999, Mr. Chamberlin was the Deputy Director of the Defense Logistics Agency at Fort Belvoir, Virginia, where he managed the 41,000-person organization responsible for worldwide logistics support of the U.S. Armed Forces.  In that position he was an active supporter of programs for persons who are disabled; and in 1998, he was appointed by the President to serve as the Department of Defense’s member of the President’s Committee for Purchase From People Who are Blind or Severely Disabled, the organization responsible for oversight of the JWOD Program. Recognized as an expert in logistics, best commercial practices, and modernization of business systems, Mr. Chamberlin had a distinguished career in the Navy where he attained the rank of Rear Admiral and held numerous key assignments afloat, overseas, and ashore.  

He is a native of Westwood, Massachusetts, and a graduate of the University of Wisconsin. He also holds a master in business administration degree from Harvard University and completed the Senior Executive Program in National and International Security at the John F. Kennedy School of Government, Harvard University.  He has numerous decorations and awards including the Defense Distinguished Service, the Defense Superior Service, and the Legion of Merit Awards.  He is listed in Who’s Who in America and resides with his wife Sandy and 4 daughters in Montclair, Virginia, where he has been active in community and volunteer activities.

