The F-15 Link 16 Acquisition Surge Team

The F-15 Link 16 Acquisition Surge team distinguished itself by outstanding achievement from 1 January 2001 to 31 December 2001.  During this period, the program team accelerated fielding of Link 16 on the F-15E Strike Eagle providing a quantum leap in the USAF’s Time Critical Target attack capability.  The team completed planning, aircraft modifications, aircrew and maintainer training, and infrastructure requirements culminating with the first flight just 15 days after go-ahead from the Commander, Air Combat Command.  In addition to accelerating the core Link 16 capability, the team compressed required host aircraft software fielding, completing three months of fielding activities in 11 days.  The team delivered full combat capability to the warfighter from a standing start with mission ready aircraft and trained personnel achieving first squadron initial operational capability in 52 days.  The distinctive accomplishments of the F-15 Link 16 Acquisition Surge Team reflect credit upon itself and the United States Air Force.

