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DEPARTMENT OF THE AIR FORCE
WASHINGTON DC
Office of the Assistant Secretary
2
2

21 March 2003

Contract Policy Memo 03-C-06

MEMORANDUM FOR
ALMAJCOM/FOA/DRU (CONTRACTING)

FROM:
SAF/AQC
1060 Air Force Pentagon 
Washington DC 20330-1060

SUBJECT:
Emergency Acquisitions in Direct Support of U.S. or Allied Forces Deployed in Military Contingency Operations during Operation Iraqi Freedom

10 USC 101(a)(13) defines a contingency operation as “a military operation that (A) is designated by the Secretary of Defense as an operation in which members of the armed forces are or may become involved in military actions, operations, or hostilities against an enemy of the United States or against an opposing military force; or (B) results in the call or order to, or retention on, active duty members of the uniform services under section 688, 12301 (a), 12302, 12304, 12305, or 12406 of this title, chapter 15 of this title, or any other provision of law during a war or during a national emergency declared by the President or Congress.”

On September 14, 2001 the President invoked the provisions of Title 10 to order “units, and any member of the Ready Reserve not assigned to a unit organized to serve as a unit, in the Ready Reserve to active duty for not more than 24 months (10 USC 12302 covers the recall of the Ready Reserve).  Executive Order 13223 was subsequently amended on January 16, 2002.  Therefore, the conditions of (B) above have been met.

Accordingly, Operation Iraqi Freedom is determined to be a contingency operation.  As a result, the exception in the Defense Acquisition Regulation Supplement at 225.701-70 applies to Operation Iraqi Freedom.  Pursuant to this exception, Air Force personnel may make emergency acquisitions in direct support of U.S. or allied forces during Operation Iraqi Freedom.  In addition, the threshold is increased for acquisitions in direct support of this Operation as prescribed in the definition of “Simplified Acquisition Threshold” in FAR 2.101.  Contingency Contracting Officers should reference this memorandum as their authority.  

Direct any questions to Mr. David Powell, SAF/AQCP, DSN 425-7062 or (703)-588-7062.








//SIGNED//

CHARLIE E. WILLIAMS, JR.
Deputy Assistant Secretary (Contracting)
Assistant Secretary (Acquisition)
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